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2 Er. We 1 "dw _ th bby 
Haouſe of this our Tabernacle were 
7  difſolved, we have a Building of 

God, an Houſe not made with 
Hands, eternal i in ebe Heavens, 50 


A * 8 ond. very 1 of 


tor, now: deceaſed, deſired me to 
improve, the mournful Occaſion, of his 
= Death, in an Endeavour to explain apc 
= . the Words, which I have read. 5 


is expreſſed in the preceding Chapter, Is... 


his ebene were expoſed for the 
| Goſpel's Sake. And declares, that they 
did not fant, or fink under them. They 
were not intimidated by the cruel Perſecu-_ 
tions, which they ſuffered. But bore them 
With Patience, Courage, and Fortitude. 

1 e animated, by e of future 
EO B "Blefſed- 


Wo 4 « $ x 
* 
5 — 
. 
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teemed Brother, your worthy Paj--- 2 


The Connection of the Text with what 1 


ſo evident, that it cannot eſcape the Ob- _ 
S ſervation of an attentive Reader. The 
= Apoſtle mentions. the Difficulties, Hard- 
| Afhips, and Sufferings, unto which, he, and 


p "0 8 Glory the Support 3 
Bleſſedneſs: Fur which Cauſe we faint not; 
but though our outward Man periſh, yet the 


inward Man is renewed Day by Day. For 


our light Aſliction, which 1s but fer a Mo- 
ment, worketh for us a far more exceeding 


and eternal Weight of Glory. While we look 
not at the Things which are ſeen, but at the 


—-. ings which are not ſeen : For the Things 


which are ſeen are temporal; but the Things 
which are not ſeen are eternal. Then the 


| Words of my Text are introduced. Where- 


uin, acc three 35 hings, i in ee, to be ob- 
ſe; ved. 2 = 


1. A preſent n, or « Ballin, 
"It; A future e one. | 


III. The A poltle N chat et is Mp 
future Raa and that he had a 
Title to it. This was not a Conjec- 
ture, or a probable Opinion only. But 
he had a certain ne and Per- 
ſuaſion of it. | 


b A preſent Ebi, or - Building, i is 80 


= ag? For we know that if the earthly Houſe of 


7 our Tabernacle were diſſolued. This | 


' Houſe is our Body, wherein our. Soul ſub- 
ſiſts and acts, at preſent. In the Formation 


whereof, the infinite Wiſdom and Power of 
God are clearly ſeen. It is admirable for its 


. Beauty. and the imiportgat Purpoſes, unto 


Wien 


of the Saints, in preſent Trouble, 3 
Which it is deſigned, in Subſerviency to the 
Mind, which is united to it. The various 
Senſes are fitly adapted, as Mediums, for 
the Soul's acquiring a Stock of Ideas, vs. 

Sight, Hearing, Smelling, Taſting, and 
Feeling. By the Impreſſions, which Ob- 
jects about us make on our Senſes, the Soul 
acquires its Ideas of Things, and becomes 
acquainted with their Nature, and perceives 
their Agreement, or Difference. And be- 


iz ing endowed with the Faculty of Speech, 


we are capable of communicating our Ideas, 
one to another, which is unſpeakably to our 
mutual Advantage and Pleaſure, as we are 
Creatures formed for Converſe and Society. 


Concerning the curious Machine of out 


Body, we may juſtly fay, that we are fear- 
Fulh and wonderfully made. Three Particu- 
lars are expreſſed of our Body. It is earth- 
| diſſolved, 


At is a Tabernacle——And is be 


= ant Part . Mal. was 4 Wy 1 
Dis of the Ground. The firſt Man was of 
the Earth, earthy. Our Original, therefore, 
was Duſt. A very humbling Thought, this. 


But we too little take it, into Conſidera 
tion. And are ſtrangely apt to forget from 


- whence we ſprung. Beſides, the Produce 


of the Earth is the Matter of the Nutri- 


mentand Suſtentation of our Body. The 
admirable Variety of rich and delicate Food, 


2 which we eat for our Nouriſhment, 2 


1 „ the 


q: - ier ob the FRI 


the Recroit of our continually waſting Spi- 
tits and Juices, is no other than what the 
Earth ſupplies us with. And without which, | 
we could not long ſubſiſt. Again, we muſt 
ſoon be reduced to Duſt. We are always 


/ tending unto it, 2nd we muſt. quickly be --: 


lodged in the Earth, and crumble | into 
Duſt. 

N Our Body 18 called Aa - Tabernacle. 5 
which ſuggeſts the ſhort Duration of our 
mortal Frame. Tabernacles, or: Tents, are 


not deſigned for long Continuance. They 
are ſoon pitched, and are ſoon taken down. 


They were in Uſe, therefore, by the Patri- 


archs, Abroham, Iſaac, and Jacob, who 
frequently removed from one Place to an- 


bother. And the People of Igel, alſo uſed = 

wQitthem, in their travelling through the Wil- 

derneſs. We are in the Body, not as in 

a2 Manſion-Houſe, which is ere&ted, for a 
conſiderable Duration; but as in a Taber- 


nacle, which muſt ſhortly be taken down. 
Our Life is like a Vapour, which mo 


\ vaniſhes, and diſappears. But alaſs! 


5 are often forgetful of 1ts Brevity, and ore 


fore, we are either perplexed with anxious 


= Fears, or vainly puffed up, and elated with 


thoſe Things, which we cannot but know, 


will not long be Matter, either of Grief, or f 


of Satisfaction and Joy to us. This is an 


= Inſtance Of the N Folly 0 of o our r dew. 
praved Minds. I oo nao 


= 


of the Saints, in preſent Trouble, 5 
3. The Body muſt ſuffer a Diſſolution. 


8 By Sin we are ſubjected to Death. And it 
is vain to hope for an Exemption from 1 


fatal Stroke. It is appointed unto Man, once 
to die. Which is the Separation of the Soul 


from the Body. Immediately, whereupon, 


the Body turns to Corruption, its various 


Members are diſ-united, it is reſolved into 


its firſt Original, and we mingle with vile 55 
Duſt, whercom ue now tread. Should not 


1 pull down our Pride, abaſe our haughty 


Minds, and make us aſhamed of our high 


= Looks? Unto this baſe Condition we muſt 


all be reduced, without Exception. What 


Madneſs rtüdre, is it, in us, to cheriſh ; 


Pride, who muſt unavoidably fink into the 


dark Region, of the Grave, and therein 


1 moulder to Pieces! This Subject, gloomy 1 


as it is, does not terriſy the Saints, wen 


5 they have in View, the 1 State, 76 


which the . had. 


7B "Thins is a future Ele, or Building. 1 


This ſome interpret of the Body, when ; 


| raiſed from the Dead, as it certainly will 
be. And the Bodies of Believers will, at 


their Reſurrection, be rendered eee EY 
ſpiritual, and glorious. For this Corruption = 


ball put on Incorruption. And this mortal 
a put on Immortality. The Bodies of 
| Believers are now ſowen 7 in Corruption; but 
they ſhall be raiſed in Incorruption. They 
are 1 in Diſbonour. 2 bY ſoail be 2 325 


mn. 


Ys 
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In Gloty. They are ſowen natural Bodies 


They ſhall be raiſed ſpiritual Bodies. Chrift 
will change their vile Bodies, and faſhion 


them hike his glorious Body, according to the 


working, whereby be is able, even to ſubdue 


4 ll 4 hings unto Himſelf, Then their Bodies 


will be fit Receptacles for their perfected 
Minds. 


1 apprehend, that the e Felicity of | 


s the Saints is included, in this future Houſe, 
or Building; but not to the Excluſion of 
3 their Happineſs, in the intermediate State, 
between Death, and their Reſurrection. 
| And, therefore, it is beſt to underſtand it of 
 , that bliſsful State, into which they imme- 
diately enter, upon their Deceaſe, Three | 
Things I would endeavour to prove, vis. | 
That the Soul is diſtin& from the Body—- | 
|  - That it is capable of exiſting and acting 
____ withont it——That the Souls of the pious, | . 
| will be in a happy: State, eee upon = 
= Death. =_ 


55 The Sou is diſtinct From: the Body. 


. If the Body is a Houſe to the Soul, as the | 
Text repreſents it, the Soul cannot be the . 
fame with the Body; but it muſt really be 
diſtinct from it, tho' in the ſtricteſt Union 
with it. For, it is unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
that the Soul is not diſtinguiſhable from 
that, wherein it is, as its Houſe, or Taber- 
nacle, and in which, it ſubſiſts and acts. 
Beſides, the Body is the preſent Home of 

| the Soul, And the Soul is — of being 


1 8 


e the Saints, in preſent Trouble, 7 
abſent from it, which it is impoſſible it 
ſhould ever be, if it is the ſame with the 
Body, and not diſtin fiom it. We are 
\ confident, I ſay, and willing, rather to be ab- 
| ſent from the Body. Now that which may 
be abſent from the Body, muſt be fome | 
ſame with it, If there is nothing ſubfiſting 


in us, which is diſtinct from our Body, 
EZ with no Propriety, it can be faid of us, that 
at Death, we become abſent from it. The 
Soul and the Body therefore, are properly 5 
diſtinguiſhable, and not the ſame. I add. 
= there is ſomething in the Saints, which be» 
comes preſent. with the Lord, upon their 
being ab/ent from the Body and while they 
de fo. Willing rather to be abſent from the 
= Body, and preſent with the Lord. That muſt 
be ihe Soul, in Diſtincton from the Body, | 
for the Body cannot be abſent from itſelf. 
2. The Soul is capable of ſubſiſting and 
acting without the Body. This receives 
very clear Proof from what the Apoſtle 
Paul, expreſſes concerning himſelf. Who 
| ſpeaks thus: I knew a Man in Chriſt above 
fourteen Years ago (whether in the Body, or 
whether out of the Body, I cannot tell, God 
= knoweth) ſuch an one caught up to the third 
= Heaven. And I knew ſuch a Man (whether 
in the Body, or out of the Body, I cannot tell, 
S God knoweth) how that he was caught up in- 
to Paradiſe, and heard unſpeakable Words, 
| which tt 1s not lawful for a Man to utter. 
6 hh, ne 
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8 A Hos 22 the Support + 
| 8 CORRS it is moſt evident, 43 


me Opinion of the Apoſtle, there = 


ſomething 1 in him diſtin from his Body. 


For, if he had thought, that there was 
nothing in him, diſtinct from his Body, : 


3 he could never ſay, whether in the Body, 


or whether out of the Body, I cannot teil. 


: Becauſe, he muſt neceſſarily have: conclud- 


ed, that nothing of him could be out of, 


or ſeparate from his Body. Not having 


any Thing diſtinct therefrom... And it is 
equally manifeſt, that, in his Opinion, that 


= Which 18 capable of being ſeparate from 
. the Body, is the Subj ect of. Reaſon. and 


Nach: Which We he; the Soul, 


or our, Teaſonable. Nature. It is likewiſe, 
as clear, that he thought the Soul capable, 


not only. ,of ſubſiſting without the Body, 


but alſo. of exerting itſelf, in ee 
if out of, or 7 from the Body. | He L 


N 


e a e e 75 eine . 
who, ſleep with their Eyes open. Where- 


of, they , will. be convinced, when once 
their Eyes are. Cloſed, by Death, 


„ 

. * 4 

118 

e * 
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It 


Ag AlN, this is fully proved tom his De- = 
: 0 to ' depart: and be with Chriſt, which, 
he ſays, 7s far better. For, ſinking into 
a. State of Slumber, and Inactiwity, he 
would neyer have Preferred, unto his Ar 
Tent 
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F the Saints, in preſent Trouble. 9 
ſent Enjoyment of Communion, with a 
dear Redeemer, which afforded him, a 

Pleaſure, that far over-balanced all his pre- 
ſent. Sufferings, great as they were. Be- 
fides, the Exiſtence and Activity of the 
Soul, after Death, is confirmed, by the 
Declaration, of our Saviour, to the Per 
Thief, on the Croſs. I jay unto thee, this _ 
Day thou alt be with me in Paradiſe. 
Slumbering in the Grave, is not being 
With Chriſt in Paradiſe, ſurely. The Soul, 
| therefore, does not ceaſe to exiſt, or at, 
when the Body is dead. It continnes to 
8 exiſt, and retains its Activity, after Death. 
Once more, the Spirits of juſt Men are made 
: perfect: Who are detraked.. If, therefore, 
Perfection does not conſiſt, in Loſs of Con- 
ſeciouſneſs, and in Inſenſibility, we cannot 
reaſonably think, that the Souls of good 
Men, become inconſcious, 1198 Death. 
* leads me to obſerve, „ 
That the Souls of the pious, will be 7 
in a 2 happy State, immediately after Death, 
As they will continue to exift, and remain 
active, they will certainly be happy. This 
cannot be doubted of, if Happineſs conſiſts, : 
= 7: being preſent with the Lord. In whoſe 
Preſence is fulneſs of Joy. If Felicity con- 
S fiſts, in being with Chriſt, If to be with 
him, in Paradiſe, is Happineſs, which, who 
can ſcruple? If 70 be made perfect, is to be. 
come happy. Which ſurely none will de- 
ny. The Saints, will not only continue to 
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exiſt, and remain active, while their Bodies 


are in the ſilent Grave; but they will be in 
a2 a State of conſummate Bliſs. Bleſſed are the 
Dead, who die in the Lord. It is this, raiſes 
the Minds of ſanctified Perſons, above the 


5 Fear of Death, and even renders * de- 
ſirable to enn. 4 


(1.) The Souls of departed Seine are 


abſolutely free from Sin. During —_ 


Abode in this mortal State, they are Sub- 


jects of Fleſh, as well as Spirit. Evil is 
cover preſent with them, as an aclive Prin- 
diple, oppoſing the Actings of the ſpiritual 
Principle, which is in them. By it, they 
are indiſpoſed unto, and greatly interrupted, 8 
in Duties of the moſt ſolemn Nature. It 
often marrs their beſt Meditations, where- 
in, they enjoy the higheſt Satisfaction. 
Through its Preſence and Activity, their 
Mlinds, are frequently diverted from at- 
tending, in a proper Manner, to the Ob- 
ject of their devotional Acts, even in the 
ſolemn Duty of Prayer. All their religious 
Services are defiled, by this corrupt Foun- 
tain and Spring of: Action, which is in 
them. From hence, ariſe ſinful Thoughts, 1 
diſorderly Deſires, and evil Tendencies, in | 
the Affections, even of the beſt, This 
Plague of the Heart, is the Plague, of the 
Believer's Life. And it is as” continual 
Occaſion of inexpreſſible Vexation, and 
Grief, unto every Saint in this World. But 
immediately 2 Death, the Sol, of the 


"pious, 


of the Saints, in preſent T rouble. 
pious, are freed from all thoſe SH 


Habits, which have Being in them here, 
they are at once delivered from that Law of 
Sin, which now 3 and perplexes, 
them, above Meaſure. the Bodies or - 
= the Saints, who ſhall OR and be alive, N 
S at the Coming of Chriſt, will be, in an in- 
; ſtantaneous Manner, changed, and freed 
from thoſe corrupt Qualities, which attend 
= them, by the Exertion of his Power : So 
the Soul's of Believers, in an inſtantaneous 
Manner, immediately upon Death, are ab- 
i ſolutely freed from all thoſe evil Habits, 0 
= which are now in them, by the Exertion 
of the Power of Chriſt. The former will 


bde effected, in a. Moment, in the twinkling 


= of an Eye. And ſo is the: latter. This 

= Thought, I met with in that excellent . 

vine, Dr. Goodwin, long fince. And it 

= hath often afforded me much Pleaſure. It 
= may gr eatly ſerve to help our Faith, con- 

W cerning. the immediate Expulſion of Sin, 
out of our Souls, in their Separation, from 
dur Bodies, by Death. This complete De- f 

liverance From! - Sin, is moſt defirable to 

e very ſanctified Perſon, "bad the Hope of it, 

& yields ſome Relief, to the Saints, while 

S they groan, under the heavy Weight of 

that Body of Death, which depreſſes chem, | 

2.) Grace will be perfected. That good 

| Work, which is begun in Belivers, is not 

imperfect, in its Nature; for God cannot 

2 be the Author of any Thing, which is im- 
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i: 


Ea. * 
% 
* 
4 * 
by 
. oh 
Ke 
4 
. 7 
4 
7 
: 15 
_ 
4 
*. 
* 
l 9 
I 
- SY 
. 
=_ 
i 
— 


: 12 Future Glery the Support 


perſect, in its Kind. That gracious Prin- 
ciple, whereof the Saints are the happy 
... Subjeds, is a good, and a perfect Gift, 
aich cometh down from above, from the 


*Father of Lig ts. But it is not yet com- ; 


_ plete in its ; And it is at preſent 
liable to an Abatement, in the Vigor of its 
Actings. It ſuffers a Decline at one Time, 
or another, in moſt, if not, in all the Saints 
for a Seaſon, through various Cauſes. Faith 
becomes weak, Hope is ſhaken, and Love 

+20 Chriſt | and heavenly | Things, grows 


Cc Hereafter, no Imperfection will 
| attend the Saints in their Knowledge, or 
Cove to the infinitely glorious Objects, Which 
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they will view, with a Delight not at pre- 
ſent to be conceived of by us. In this State, 
de know but in Part. When that which is 
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beer fect is come, that obich is in Part ſhall | 
be done away. Here we ſee thro a Glaſs {| 


Aarkly; . we ſhall ſee Face to Face. 
And Love will then be raiſed to its higheſt 
Pitch, unto God and a dear Redeemer. 


Then the gracious. Deſign of God, in the 
Choice of our Perſons, will be fully accom- 


pliſhed, in us. Who choſe us, that we 


_ might be boly and without Blame, before bim, 


in Love, Chriſt will preſent us Faultleſs, 
85 before the Preſence of his Glory, with exceed- 


ing Joy. On his own Part, on the Part of 
his Father, unto whom he will preſent us, 

and on ours. The Happineſs of the future 

2 State, therefore, will be conſummate. As 


we. 


of the Saints, in preſent Trouble 13 
we ſhall have no Sin dwelling in us, which 
now we have. So, not the leaſt Languor, | 
will ever attend the holy Acting of our per- 
fected Minds. But the Vigor of Grace 


will eternally be the ſame, without Abate- l 
ment, or any Decline. 


| (3.) The Saints will enjoy. moſt near, 
I epted, and endlets Communion 


with the Father, Son, and bleſſed Spirit. 
Here they enjoy Fellowſhip, with the Fa- 
ther, and his Son, Jeſus Chriſt. The Satif- 
fadtion and Pleaſure attending which, no- 
thing can poſſibly equal. But alaſs! what 
Interruptions, do now take Place therein, 
to the unſpeakable Grief of pious Souls, 
= whoſe chief Joy, conſiſts in Communion 
with God. In the heavenly State they 
will have clear Views of the Love of the 
Divine Father, in its adoreable Properties. 


Of the Deſigns and Actings thereof, in their 


Favour. Even from Everlaſting. And of 
thoſe amazing Acts of Grace and Mercy, 
= which he put forth in Time, in order to 
bring them unto the Fruition of himſelf. 


= The Gift of his Son to and for them. 


4 And the Gift of his Spirit unto them, to 
4 regenerate, ſanctify, and ſafe! y to conduct 


them, unto that bliſsful State, they will 


conſtantly contemplate upon, and adore, 
his ſovereign Goodneſs, which fo conſi dicu- 
ouſly ſhines forth, therein. And, this Fel- 
lowſhip, with the Father, will never, thro' 


"MF 
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any Cauſe whatever, be — 2 nor 
ſhall it ever have an End. 8 

1 Again, they will enjoy Communion with 
Chriſt, His Glory they will have clear, 
and ſteady Proſpects of. For it is his W; ill, 
that they may be with him, where he is, that : 
they may behold the Glory, which the Father 


bath given him. A Senſe of his unparal- 


| leled Love to them, will perpetually poſſeſs 
their Souls. They will always be employ- 
"am: contemplating on, thoſe unequalled 


. Acts of Goodneſs and Compaſſion, which 
be exerted, in order to their Pardon, Juſti- 


. 


fication, and eternal Salvation. And no 
Breach will ever be made upon this Fellow 
ſhip, with their dear Saviour. Nor ſhall a 
Period ever be put unto it. As their Com- 
munion with Chriſt, will be moſt intimate, 
1 will never be erte nor have : an 


” "Farther, they ſhall alſo enjoy AC om 
nion with the bleſſed Spirit, who is the 


Author of their Regeneration, and Sancti- 
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fication, and who fafely conducts them, 
through this mortal State. Their Views of 
that Part, which he bears, in the Oeco- 
nomy of their Salvation, will then, be moſt 
clear, diſtinct, and ſteady. He is the Glo- 

_ rifier of Chritt, and the Sanctifier of his 
Church. He forms us for Heaven: Or 
works a Meetneſs i in us to be Partakers Of 
the Inheritance of the Saints, in Light. 
He We us in FUR Knowledge of hea- 
venly 
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venly Things, as a Spirit of Wiſdom and 
Revelation. Gives us an Acquaintance | 
with ourſelves. Shews us the abſolute 

| Neceflity of an Intereſt, in Chriſt. Diſco- 
vers to us his Suitableneſs and Ability, as 


a Saviour. Encourages us to look to him, 


and by his Aid, we make Application unto 


him, to be ſaved by him. In Temptations, _ 


he ſuccours us, in Diſtreſs he graciouſly com- 
forts us. Under Afflictions, he ſupports us. 
In Darkneſs, he enlightens us. Under 
Deadneſs, he quickens us. And when we 


backſlide, he mercifully convinces us of our 


Folly, and reſtores unto us, thoſe ſpiritual . 
Conſolations, which we were deprived of 


thereby. In a word, he is efficiently, our 


Life, Light, Strength, and all our Conſo- 
lation. In Heaven the Saints will hold the 


= moſt near and intimate Communion with 


him, in his Love, and in all his Acts of 


infinite Compaſſion, towards them, in their 


dangerous Paſſage, through this militant 


State, Unto whoſs kind Care, and Pro- 


tection, we owe our Safety. Now, the 
Saints in the future State, Will conſtantly 


enjoy a Senſe of his Love to their Perſons, 
8 which is the Cauſe of his beginning, car- 
= rying on, and perfecting that good Work _ 
in them, which is their Meetneſs, for 


Heaven. And this their F cllowſhip. with 
him, will be endleſs. This is a moſt blefſ- 
ed State indeed ! All Believers have a pre- 


ſent Title to it, and certainly” ſhall be ins 


troduced ; 
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troduced into it. Faith being ated on it, 
animates them to fight the good Fight, and 
to endure preſent Afflictions, with Ames 
Courage, and Fortitude. 


Several Things are predicated. concern- 


ing this State. It is a W of G04 
| Ne of made 407 th Hand. 
Heavens. 


| 0 


Its ebene in the 


1 This State is a Building of Gad. The 


Deſign, and EreQtion of 5 is Wholly his. 
And it is the Effect of his ſovereign and 


immenſe Love. And the Contrivance of 
5 his infinite Wiſdom. 5 


(i. ) He removes all impolivens, which 


ly e in the Way of our coming to the En- 


Dy 1 thereof. Sin would have proved 


an eternal Barr to our Happineſs, had 
nct God, in infinite Wiſdom, and Mercy, 
provided for its Removal. Blefled be his 
Name, he hath effectually done this for us. 
For, He hath made Chriſt, to be Sin for us, 
who knew no Sin. Laid our Iniquities upon 
bim. And be bore them in his own Body on 


— ap Tr ree. In bearing them, he hore them 


P 


away. Once in the End of the World, be 


appeared to put away Sin by the Sacrifice of 


 bimſelf. The Meſſiah who was cut off; but 
not for himſelf, fiſhed Tranſgreſſion, and made 
an End of Sin. He removed our J. ranſereſſions 
rom us, as far as the Eaſt is from the Weſt. 
So that, this Obſtruction to our Happineſs, 
js entirely taken away. Our Guilt being 
* * the Death of A. it can be 


10 
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no Obſtacle, to our Fruition of future Fe- 
5 licity. Sin, which is pardoned, cannot hin- 
der our becoming happy. This Impedi- 
ment is effectually removed, by the Grace 
of God, through the atoning Blood of his 
Son. Which ners from all Sin. Again, 
He hath fully provided, for the Satisfaction | 
of his Violited Laws, which, without a Sa- 
tisfaction, would not allow of our Happi- 


neſs. It was the ſovereign Determination 
of God, that his Son ond be made un- 
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redeem us from it. That ſo, that juſt Con- 
ſtitution, might not have any Thing to 
object, unto our Admiſſion, into Heaven, | 
= taken from our Breach of its Commands. 
| Farther, Divine Juſtice could not permit 
= of the Happineſs of guilty Men, without 
its Demands were anſwered. Sovereign 
| Grace, and infinite Wiſdom have provided 
for this alſo, in the Atonement of Chriſt. 
By his Sufferings and Death, full atisfac- 
tion is made, to infinite Juſtice, which was 
= offended, by our dins. So that, it can have 
W nothing to object, to our Enjoyment of fu- 
ture Bleſſedneſs. But, on this Foundation, 
the Grace and juſtice of God, concur and 
= unite, in raiſing us unto that gtate of Dig- 
= nity and Glory, which we ſhall poſſeſs. in 
the immediate Preſence of God. Mercy 
and Truth meet together, Ri ghteouſneſs and 
. . each other. There is a perfect 
"IF _ Harmony, 


der the Law, ſuffer its Curſe, and thereby 


18 Future Glory the Support 
Harmony, between ſovereign Goodneſs, 
and inflexible Juſtice, in the Deſign of 
bringing us to Heaven, through the Blood 
and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 
Once more, effectual Proviſion is made 
for the Removil of Sin, out of our Souls. 
Which is abſolutely neceſſary to the bliſſ- 
fal Enjoyment of God. Almighty Grace 
takes away the Dominion of Sin, by im- 
Planting a holy Principle, in the Heart, and 
it will entirely expel Evil out of the Minds 
of the Saints, at Death, in order to their 
Admiſſion into the immediate Preſence of 
E heavenly Fake. © -- 

( 2.) A Right and Title to iure Glory 
is of God. Right to eternal Bleſſedneſs, 
ariſes from Adoption. For, if we are Cbil-. 
: dren, then we are Heirs, Heirs of God, and 
joint Heirs worth Chriſt. The Act of God, 
by which, we were conſtituted Sons, was 


| ſovereign, and it is to the Praiſe of the Gloiy = | 
e his Grace. Again, the Saints have a 
Egal Title to Heaven, by Virtue of the | 


Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, which is a Gift, 
aaa Gift by Grace. And that Righteouſ= | 
- nets, is properly deſerving of infinite Good, | 
| by Reaſon of the infinite Dignity of the » 


Perſon of Chriſt. As Sin is properly deſer- : D 
ving of the Loſs of infinite Good, - becauſe 0 


= of the Infinity of the Object, againſt whom 
it is committed. That being juſtified by bis 
Grace we might be made Heirs, according to 

2 the 


\ 
Y 


A 


4 


of 4 es in OM T „ 19 | 


S the Hope of eternal Life * . And, therefore, 
8 whom God juſtifies, them he alſo glorifies. For 
Juſlification, entitles us, unto Glorification. - 
The former Right to the heavenly State, 
does not ſuperſede the latter, or render it 
= unneceſſary, Neither, are they inconſiſtent. 
= The former Right, is founded, in abſolute 
= Sovereignty, without Reſpect to Juſtice : 
© The latter, muſt alſo be attributed to ſo- 


we are Juſtified: : But Divine Juſtice aſſigns 


dience of Chriſt, as What is juſtly dne to ä 


vereign Grace, as to the Appointment of _ 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs to be ours, wherein 


= the Reward of eternal Life, unto the Ohe- 70 


= becauſe of the infinitely intrinfic Value of 9 5 


it, ariſing from the infinite Greatneſs of his 
= Perſon. This is a mighty Support to the 
= Faith of the Saints, and is a precious 
Ground of Arong Conſolation to them: 
When they view how ſovereign | Grace, 
and infinite Juſtice, are at once, and . 
| 2 e in their Title to everlaſt- | 
we Life,” 5 
(3.) God in infinite Goodneſs prepares 


is impoſſible, that an unſanctified Perſon 
ſhould poſſeſs the Glory of Heaven. With- 
out Holineſs, no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. A 
ag that is carnal, is incapable of hold- 
ing Fellowſhip with God. Of viewing 
with the leaſt Satisfaction, the Objects, 
C en 
* Tit, ii. 7. 


us for the Enjoyment of future Glory. - 


20 bo Future Glory the Support 
which are beheld with bliſsfut Adoration, 
in the heavenly State. Neither, will the 


| Soul, deſtitute of Holineſs, ever be dil- 


| poſed unto that pure Service, wherein, 
glorified Saints, are perpetually employ- 
ed. And, therefore, Regeneration, is ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary for tlie Fruition of God. 
And that Preparative for Heaven, he is the 
Anthor of. Giving Thanks akvay to the tt 
Father, obo hath made us meet, to be Par- = 
OO takers of the Tiberitance of the Saints in 
Light.” Bleſſed be the God, and Father ow 
our Lord Yelus Chriſt, who, ef his abundant 
Mercy, hath begotten us again to a lively Hope, 
2 from ibe 
Dead. To on Inheritance, nobich is incor- 
ruptibl., undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
reſerved in Heaven for you. This is, bis [Mt 1 
calling us unto his eternal Glory. 3 0 the g 


by the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chrij; 


6 Character of the G0d of all * 


(.) He preſerves the Saints man 3 
; Wl unto this State of Bleſſedneſs. Di 
vine Grace maintains the good Work, | 
which is begun in them. Infinite Wi- | 
dom direas them. Immenſe Mercy ſhields Þ . 
them. Everlaſting Strength ſuſtains them. | | 


15 In all their Exigences they are ſupplied, 


out of thoſe inexhauſtible Treaſures .of 

| Grace, which are laid up, for that Purpoſe, | 

in the Covenant of Grace. Thus, God is 
| their Director, Upholder, liberal Benefac- 
tor, and conſtant Preſeryer, in this . tb 
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militant, and dangerous State. Who _— 
kept by the Power of God, through Faith unto 
Salvation. Now unto him, that is able 10 
keep you from falling. His Love to their 
Perſons, his Purpoſes about them, and his 


recious Promiſes made unto them, may 


juſtly beget, and keep up, in their Minds, 


a firm Perſuaſion, of a ſafe Conduct, in all 


the Mazes of Temptations, Diſtreſſes, Dan- 
gers, and Difficulties, through which they 
paſs, in their travelling towards the heaven- : 
* World. as: 
(5.) God is the Fountain and Object of 


future Glory. He is the Spring of eternal 


Life, whereof they will be the happy Sub- 
jets hereaſter. For, their Life is hid 
with Cbriſt in Cod. Their perfect Purity 


is from him. And his Grace will ren- : 


der them for ever impeccable : Or raiſe them 
above a Poſſibiſity of Sinning for ever- 
more. His infinite Goodneſs, will be a 
never- failing Source, of refined, ineffable, 
and inconceivable Joys, when they ſhall 


be admitted into his immediate Preſence. 


W Where is Fulneſs of Toy, and at bis right 


Hand, are Pleaſures fax ever-more. Thus, 
God will be the Fountain of future Happi- 
neſs, ſubjectively conſidered. And he will 


be their Glory, objectiveiy conſidered. For 


- their future Felicity will conſiſt, in Behold- 


| | INS in a perfect Manner, the infinitely glo- 


7 ious 


the Perſon of Chriſt, So that, God will 


Wiſdom, 


Will of a Creature cannot have any effec- 


. not poſſibly acquire 15. 


1 ſuch a Load, which would have 1 
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rious Perfections of God, as they are diſ- 
played, in the Deſign, and Accomplith- 
ment of their Salvation, by the Incarnation, 
Obedience, Sufferings, and Death of his 
Son. And, in viewing the holy Properties 
of his Nature, as they ſhine forth; through 


_ eternally be the Happineſs of the Saints, 

Subjedtively, and objeftively conſidered; This 
Building, therefore, whercinto, den 
enter, at Death, is the Building of God. 
2. It is not made with Tra This nega- 
tive Phraſe, plainly imports, that human 
Will, and Power, have no cau- 
ſal Influence into it. A created Under- 
ſtanding could never have deviſed it. The 


tive Influence into it. Finite Power could 


(i.) None could remove the Impedi- 
ments, which lay in the Way of its En- 
| joyment. No Creature whatever could a- 
tone for our Guilt, and bear it away. That 


don a mere Creature, into the /owe/t Hell. 

And no Merit can poſſibly attend the Suf- 
985 ferings of a mere Creature, how great ſo- 

ever. Guilt, therefore, as to us, "muſt be 0 

i eternally inoxpiable.., No Criminal can ſa- 
tisfy the Divine Law, which he hath vio- 
5 ta 1 9 for his Breach thereof. Its Curſe, 
| „ which 


which Sin demerits, is inſupportable, in its 


to us all, and every one. Infinite Wiſdom, 


EZ fully effect it, in our Favour. 


d 5 (2.) No Man is able to ac quire a Right 5 
do future Happineſs. In order to that, the 
Law, muſt be perfectly obeyed. For, with- Z 
cout com; lete Obedience, unto its righteous. 5 
i” Precepts, it will not allow of the Enjoy- = 
ment of Life. The Want of ſuch Obe- 
f dience, ſubjects us, to Condemnation, and 


„ DOcath. As, therefore, we are all depraved, 


of the Saints, in preſent Trouble, 23 N 


Weight, by the Tranſgreſſor. And no 
Man is able to anſwer the Demands of in- 
finite Juſtice, which is offended by his Sins. 
Nuxe, therefore, can redeem bis Soul, and 
give to God a Ranſom for it. No Man is 
able to ſhake off the Dominion of Sin, or 
free himſelf from its reigning Power. Nor, 
can any Saint expel thoſe corrupt Habits, 
WW whereof his Mind is the Subject. Luſts 
are fo deeply rooted in their Hearts, that 
they cannot poſſibly eradicate them. The 
Removal of the Hinderances, and Obſtruc- 
tions, to our future Happineſs, is impoſſible 


Z Grace, and Power alone could do this for Jt 
us. Bleſſed be God, he hath, and will, | 


and enfeebled, in our Powers, it is impoſ- 
fible to every Man, to keep the holy La- 
of God, ſo as to obtain a Title to Happi- _ 
- neſs, according to that yr Conſtitution. LY 
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The Law is. weak, through the Fleſh. And 


no Law is given, qobich can give Life, 
(3.) We cannot prepare ourſelves, for 


the Enjoyment of the heavenly State. Na- 
turally, we are under the Dominion of Sin. 
Are dead in Treſpaſſes, and Sins Our Minds 
are alienated from the Life of Ged. And, 
Enmity itſelf, againſt him, And, therefore, 
we are abſolutely unable to put forth holy 
5 whereby, holy Habits, might be ac- 


quired. A real Preparative, or Mretneſs, 


dhe Fruition of God, is internal Holi- 
e whereof, every Man is naturally deſ- 
ttitute. And, not having a Spring of ſpi— 
ritual Action, no ſpiritual Acts, can be ex- 
erted, by us, previous unto the Production . 
of ſuch a Principle in our Hearts, by the 
Grace of God. Conſequently, no Man is 
Ss able, to prepare © himſelf gd the future State 
of Glory. 


(4.) It is not in our power to preſerve 


8 8 unto that happy State. We are 
the Subjects o ſuch Luſts, which would 
e inevitably ruin us, if left to oppoſe them, 
in our own Strength. Satan, the unweari- 
ed Enemy of our Souls, we are unable 

to reſiſt, and overcome, in his enſnaring . 
Temptations, violent Oppoſitions, and fu- 5 
rious Aſſaults, in onrielves. The World, 
in its Allurements, Diſtreſſes, or in its En- 


mity 


mity againſt us, would prove our Ruin, by 


engaging our Affections, by finking us in 


Sorrow, or. by n our F ears, unto an 


exceſſive Pitch. Ur 
1 This tate is eternal in the Mavens. 
The Bleſſedneſs and Glory of the Saints, 
hereafter, will have no End. As, no Change 
can poſſibly take Place in it: So, no Period 
15 unto it. And, it will be 1 in the 7 
= Heavens. In the immediate Preſence of 
© God. Where Jelus'C Chriſt, as Man, will 
eternally be. 


wilk 


YH NF The Apoſtle kw; abut er 4 
Foal Houſe, or Building, and that, he 
bad a Title to it. It was not a Conjecture, 1 
or probable Opinion only. But a certain 
. . and e thereof, which 5 
SJ he had. ne 
1. He had a certain N chat 1 
7 thei is ſuch a State of F elicity. There are 
= undoubted Evidences of it, in the Chriſtian 
Revelation. The Divine Promiſe of eternal 
Life. The Reſurrection of Chriſt from the 
Dead: His Entrance into Heaven, as the 
Fore-runner of his People. And the Pro- 
= miſe of his ſecond Appearance, in order to 
their final and complete Salvation, are inn 
cConteſtable Proofs, of that State of conſum- _ 
mate Bliſs. Life and * are 
5 * to L ight, by the 9 F 
i | 
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 Eumity itſelf, ogainf bin. And, therefore, 
Ws Acts, whereby, holy Habits, might be ac- 


naeſs, whereof, every Man is naturally def- 


Inevitably ruin us, if left to oppoſe them, 
in our own Strength. Satan, the unweari- 
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The Law 1s. weak, through the Fleſh. And 
no Law is given, which can give Life. 
6.) We cannot prepare ourſelves, for 
the Enjoyment of the heavenly State. Na- 
turally, we are under the Dominion of Sin. 
Are dead in Treſpaſſes, and Sins Our Mind; 
are alienated from the Life of God. And, 


| we are abſolutely unable to put forth holy 


quired, A real Preparati ve, or Mretneſs, 
for the Fruition of God, is internal Holi- 


titute. And, not having a Spring of ſpi- 
ritual Action, no ſpiritual Acts, can be ex- 
erted, by us, previous unto the Production 
1 ſuch 4 Principle in our Hearts, by the 
Grace of God. Conſequently, no Man is 
able, to prepare e himſel f To Jy the future State 
: of Glory. 


(4.) It is not in our Power to Fe 7 
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. ourſelves, unto that happy State. We are 2] 
the Subjects o! ſuch Luſts, which would 


ed Enemy of our Souls, we are unable? 


0 reſiſt, and overcome, in his enſnaring 5 


Res 
1 
1 
4 
8 


. Temptations, violent Oppolitions, and fu- = 
_ 
_rious Aſſaults, in ourtelves. The World, 


in its Allurements, Diſtreſſes, or in its En-. 
mityi 
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mity againſt us, would prove our Ruin, by 


engaging our Affections, by ſin king us in 


Sorrow, or. by our Fears, unto an 
| exceſſive. Pitch. ? 
%% This tate is 0 in the PRE 
The Bleſſedneſs and Glory of the Saints, 
| hereafter, will have no End. As, no Change 
can poſſibly take Place 1 in it: So, no Period 
at unto it. And, it will be in the _ 
Heavens. In the immediate Preſence of 


= God. Where Rene Chriſt, as Man, will | 
5 eternally be. 


III. The Apoſtle FIRE that! thaw is a 


future Houſe, or Building, and that, be 

had a Title to it. It was not a Conjecture, : 
or probable Opinion only. But a certain 
e e and Fernen thereof, which 
1] he had. 5 
I. He had a certain [Knowledae, | that 
this i is ſuch a State of Felicity. There are 
undoubted Evidences of it, in the Chriſtian 

Revelation. The Divine Promiſe of eternal 
Life. The Reſurrection of Chriſt from the 
Dead: His Entrance into Heaven, as the 
Fore- runner of his People. And the Pro- 
miſe of his ſecond Appearance, in order to 
their final and complete Salvation, are in- 


conteſtable Proofs, of that State of conſum- 


mate Bliſs. Life and Immortality, are 
rouge to L Lale by the Goſpel, 
1 


f 2. The 
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2. The Apoſtle knew, that he had a 
Title to the future State of Glory. It was 
not a Conjecture, or- probable Opinion, 
Which he entertained, concerning his Right 
to Heaven; but he had a certain Know- 
ledge, at Perſuaſion of it. And com- 
mon Chriſtians, may alſo arrive unto ſuch a 
Knowledge, wind: Perſuaſion : | By the fol- 
| an ikdiams,”: Ty Pe: 5 
.) A Meetneſs for its Enjoyment, is a 
certain Evidence of a Title to it. That 
| Meetneſs is a holy, ſpiritual Principle in the 
Soul, which, in its Nature, is ſuited to 
heavenly Things. The Underſtanding diſ- 
cebrns their Excellency and Glory. The 
Will makes Choice of them. And the Af- 
fections tend and adhere unto them: Upon 


ſcdzhis Principle being produced, in the Heart. 
An Approbation of the heavenly State, is a 


ure Evidence of a; Right unto it. They 
are but few, - who have a. real Liking of 
Heaven. No Man, who is unmeet for it, 
in Reality, defires to enjoy it. All thoſe in 


8 whom, God works this Meetneſs for the 


Fruition of his eternal Glory, have an un- 


alienable Title to it, and ſhall certainly 


poſſeſs it For, He hath wrought them far 
 zb1s ſelf 'Jame Ti bing. Better Evidence, of a 
Right to Heaven, and of the certain Enjoy- 
ment of it, need not be deſired, than a 


3 - 
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preſent Delight in, and a loly Adoration 
of heavenly Things, Wn 
2.) This may be khown by the Firft | 
Tg of it. Which the Graces, Conſo- 


lations, and Joys of the holy Spirit are. Nor 
only they, but curſelves alſo, «who kave the 


7 Firſt-Fruits of the Spirit; even wwe ourſelves, _ 


groan within ourſelves, waiting for the Adop- 
Aan, to wit, the Redemption of our Body f. 
From Fore-Views, and Fore-Taſts, by 
= Faith, of heavenly Objects, and celeſtial EE 
& Pleaſures, the Saints may fafely conclude 


_ their Title to the future State of — 


= (3). The Barnet SL is a | five "Y 
= Evidence of a Right unto it. That Earneſt — 
is the boly Hirte of Promiſe, by whom Be. 


i lievers are ſealed v. If Cod hath ſent forth 5h 
= the Spirit of his Son, into our Hearts, to con- 
# vince us of Sin, our Miſery, and Helpleſſ- 


© neſs: And to reveal Chriſt to us, as a ſuita= _ 
ble Saviour: And he hath directed us to ye 


4 free to him for Refuge: If under his gracious 
Influence, we have ventured upon Chriſt, 


for Life and Salvation, and we repoſe our 5 
entire Truſt in him, for Pardon, Peace, | 


I Acceptance with God, Holineſs, and eter- 


nal Life. We may from thence, draw this 1 


. without the leaſt Fear of being 
E . miſtaken, 
+ Rom. vill. 23. 3 * Eph. 1. 13, 14. 5 


5 2 8 ns Gly the - Support 
| Miſtaken; in this important Matter, that 


\ the holy Spirit is in us, as an Earneſi of 


the heavenly Inheritance. * chat We 

ſhall moſt aſſuredly enjoy i 

4. By the Witneſs of the Spirit we may 

- obtain this Knowledge and Perſuaſion- 7 
Spirit himſelf beareth Witneſs with our Spirit, 

| that we are the Children of GD. He doth 
this, by a powerful Application of Divine 
_ Promiſes, by ſhedding abroad the Love of 
God, into our Hearts, and by enabling us, 
to diſcern that good Work, which he hath 


5 5 : begun in Mit - as an Effect of everlaſting 5 . 
= Love to our Perſons, and as the Reſult of 
1 our Ordination to everlaſting 1 


Thus, I have endeavoured, according 1 
che Deſire, of my very worthy deceaſed 


i ® Brother, to explain to you, the Words, 
which he choſe, for the Subject of his 


| Funeral Diſcourſe, It may now, . 
- pected, that I ſhould give a Character of 


him. And a beautiful Repreſentation, 
might have been given of him. But I. 


muſt inform you, that he laid an Injunc- 


tion upon me, not to enlarge on his Cha- 
= racter. And, that he expreſſed a Diſlike 
= of beſtowing Encomiums, on the Dead, 


However, a few. Words, concerning him, 
3 DOE ONE: > be allowed. He was meek, 


. ns 
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' bumble, and modeſt, perhaps, too modeſt, 
wiſe and learned. Diligent 1 in Study, tices 5 
is Reaſon to think, to the Prejudice of 
his Conſtitution. He had an enlarged Ac- 
quaintance, with the evangelical Scheme, 
and a fpiritual Savour of the Truths of 
the Goſpel. In his laſt, long Illneſs, 
# which iflved in his Death... he was re- 
markably favoured, with the gracious Pre- 
ſence of God, ad” filled with a holy 
3 | Adoration of ſovereign. Grace and Mercy. 
Thoſe glorious Truths, which in the Courſe 


of his Miniſtry, he recommended to you, : 
were the Matter, of his Support, Conſo- 
lation and unſpeakable Joy, in the Views, 


of his Diſſolution. . 
An Addreſs to his Bing Relations, L 

on this ſad Occaſion, is a Subject, fo very 
| tender, and delicate, that 1 think, I may 
be excuſed, if I decline it. May the Locd--- 


ſanctify, this mournful Providence, unto 


them, ſupport them under it, and be bai 
Guide through Life! 


One Thing, I muſt beg Leave to ac- 


quaint you, the Members of this Church, 


| with. It is this, your worthy el 
1 aſtor, was much concerned for- your fu- 


ture Welfare, as a Community. de | 


| tired me to recommend it to you, to en- 5 
> e a all a Means, to culti- 
br Ee vate 
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— . yate Love, Chriſtian Friendship, and Har- 
mony, among yourſelves. Which will be 


very much conducive to your mutual 
Advantage. Study, therefore, the hings, | 


woobich make for Peace, whereby one may 


ceeaiſy another. May the Lord help you, 
to deny yourſelves, and cordially to unite, 
in an Endeavour, to promote his lor 
and the Edification of one another! 
dleeſire, 70 commend you 7 000, and Yo 
FF the Mord of bis 

you up, and to give you. c an 9 — 
tance, among them, that are ſanctiſee 


== —_ — = 


— 


9 
—— r 


ON on Rs Pg * 5 + e „ E Sine py * 2 1 * 5 88 on 
8 ky K * A 1 : Us. a * * W 8 Went * 1% va a 
* 1 . ; X \ - 3 *% I 


